
Mopeds - A Hundred Miles To A Gallon?

Back in the late 70's the hottest thing to hit the "cheap transportation" circuit 
was the MOPED, an acronym that stood for "Motorized Pedacycle."  
Mopeds, like the one pictured at the left, were basically bicycles with a small 
gasoline motor attached. (Usually 50cc or less.)  Unlike a full-fledged 
motorcycle, the purpose of the moped's motor was to "assist" the rider, and 
many models actually required the rider to start pedaling, before the gas 
engine would "kick in" and allow it to continue on without the use of human 
intervention.  Each of the 50 states differed on their respective laws regarding 
Mopeds.  Some only required that the driver be licensed with any class of 

permit.  Some required only tags and insurance, and some required neither.  (Maryland requires a regular Driver's 
License or a "Moped License."  More info below.)  In their heyday, foreign manufacturers such as Tomas, Puch, 
Peugeot, Vespa, and others were the big suppliers of Mopeds in the United States, but just like "lava lamps, and 
bell-bottomed pants," the fad of Mopeds has definitely worn off, and their presence in everyday life has become 
almost non-existent.

Enter the Motor Scooter.

Motor Scooters - The Moped of the "Modern Generation"

Here we are in 2007.  Mopeds have taken a back seat to a new form of "low cost" transportation - The Motor 
Scooter. What exactly is a Motor Scooter you ask?  Well basically it's a re-
tooled, dressed-up Moped - minus the pedals.  Today's Motor Scooters 
appear more like motorcycles than bicycles, and have "tweaked" motors that 
allow them to travel a little faster than their predecessors, while staying in 
the "under 50 cc" engine size category.  (The average Moped could only get 
up to speeds of about 25 MPH, while the average Motor Scooter can attain 
steady speeds of about 40 MPH.)  Most of today's Motor Scooters have a 
sleek, European styling about them, although there are some which are built 
to look like "Race Rocket" motorcycles, and even some that resemble 
miniature "Harleys."

But are they legal?

Motor Scooters on the Road

Maryland does not require Motor Scooters to have Tags or Insurance, only 
that the driver have a valid Driver's license of any class, or a Moped 
Operator's Permit.   There are however other requirements that must be met 
before a Motor Scooter can be considered "street legal," and used on the 
public roads.

Since Motor Scooters don't have pedals, they do not fit the legal description 
of a Moped.  As such, the State of Maryland enacted legislation in 2001, 
which specifically addresses Motor Scooters.  Below you will see the 
various sections of the law, which relate to Motor Scooters and Mopeds.
One section of the law that should be noted is that Motor Scooters must 
have a "step-through" chassis.  That means that the "Race Rocket" type 

scooters are NOT street legal, since they are not built with this type of frame.  (See pictures below for examples.)
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THE INFORMATION BELOW HAS BEEN TAKEN DIRECTLY FROM THE MARYLAND VEHICLE LAW 
MANUAL:
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Note: This section is refering to "STAND-UP" scooters, powered by either a small Electric or Gasoline 
Engine.  These "scooters" are sometimes mistakenly referred to as "Razor Scooters," and are ARE NOT
legal on Maryland's Public Roadways, as they do not qualify as "Motor Scooters." (See the pictures 
below for examples.)
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** IMPORTANT **

The Fine for Driving an Unregistered Vehicle on the Public Roadways of Maryland is $275.00.  (Section 

13-402 al)

In addition, if the Vehicle being driven is Uninsured, the Fine is a maximum of $1000.00, and/or 1 
Year in Jail. (Section 17-107)
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EXAMPLES OF "STREET LEGAL" AND "NON STREET LEGAL" VEHICLES
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RELATED LAWS OF INTEREST:
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