Thurmont Police Department

800 East Main Street
Thurmont, Maryland 21788
Phone: 301-271-0905

Fax: 301-271-9146
MAYOR CHIEF
John A. Kinnaird Gregory L. Eyler

Media Release

October 1, 2019
Scam Alert

Scams have become an invasion of our peaceful and private lives. They occur every day by
telephone, internet, and mail. Please remember to never provide any solicitor with your account
numbers, or your personal information. If you are told you won money and it sounds too good to
be true; it isn’t true. Keep in mind that scam artist have gone to great lengths to make their scam
sound and look very real and convincing. Most recent scams include: a relative has been involved in
an accident and needs money; or a relative has been detained by the police and needs money to be
released; or the caller states there are issues with past taxes, money is owed to the IRS, and if not
paid over the phone they will be arrested. If you are contacted by any means and it sounds like a
scam, contact the Thurmont Police Department. The Police Department will document the fraud and
attempt to confirm that the solicitation is a scam. Most of all do not send them money or provide
any account numbers. Do not go to the store and purchase Money Cards as they may have
instructed and send them money. Also keep in mind, the IRS will never call you and demand
payment; nor require you to use a specific payment method; or threaten to have you arrested by local
police.

Recently, the Thurmont Police Department has received many reports from our citizens who are still
falling victim to these scams and are giving away their earnings. This is very concerning and we
strive to repeatedly inform the public of these scams.

Thurmont’s press releases and other community announcements can be received by enrolling in the Community Alert System (CAS).
To participate in this program, please email the department at thurmontpolice@frederickcountymd.gov with your name and email
address.
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