Town of Thurmont
Stormwater Resources

For more information regarding stormwater
events, public meetings, and other public
participation opportunities, please visit the
Town website at the bottom of this page.
The MS4 Information subpage also
contains an educational survey and an illicit
discharge reporting form.

www.thurmont.com/2280/Town-of-
Thurmont-MS4-Information
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What is a BMP?

Most stormwater infrastructure is all about
conveyance. It serves to transport the
stormwater from around your home and
neighborhood quickly and safely away to
avoid flooding. But not all of it is just for
transport. Some parts of the system have
been built to clean the water as it passes
through.

You may have already noticed man-made
ponds, basins, and channels around the
Town. Pipes leading into these structures
transport water from other areas of the
Town to infiltrate into the ground instead of
directly discharging into a waterway.
These structures are called Best
Management Practices, or BMPs.
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Please take care of our BMPs so that they
can take care of our stormwater!

What is an lllicit Discharge?

40 CFR 122.26(b)(2) defines an illicit
discharge as any discharge to an MS4 that
is not composed entirely of storm water,
except allowable discharges pursuant to
an NPDES permit, including those
resulting from firefighting activities.

- The rule of thumb is, only stormwater
should go into stormwater drains!

- llicit discharge can happen
intentionally, such as someone
draining their pool water into the storm
to a municipal separate storm sewer
drain near their house.

- It can also happen accidentally, such
as someone leaving oil or chemical
residue on their driveway and letting
the rain wash it into the MS4.

+ Thurmont needs your help to find and
eliminate illicit discharge. If you see
anything that is not stormwater
entering the storm drains or other parts
of the MS4, please report it through
one of the following options:

 Call the Town Office at
(301) 271-7313 during busine
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